
This action is to approve two Use Agreements for public recreational purposes between the Los 
Angeles County Flood Control District and the County of Los Angeles at Peck Road Water 
Conservation Park, in the City of El Monte, and along Compton Creek, adjacent to George 
Washington Carver Park in the unincorporated community of Willowbrook.

SUBJECT

July 12, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVE THE USE AGREEMENTS BETWEEN
THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT AND

THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
PECK ROAD WATER CONSERVATION PARK - PARCEL 9A

CITY OF EL MONTE AND
COMPTON CREEK - PARCELS 19, 20, 21, AND 22

UNINCORPORATED COMMUNITY OF WILLOWBROOK
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS 1 AND 2)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT AND THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AS A 
JOINT RECOMMENDATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION:

1. Find that the proposed projects are categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act.

2. Find that the 25-year Use Agreements between the Los Angeles County Flood Control District and 
the County of Los Angeles for public recreational purposes at Peck Road Water Conservation Park, 
Parcel 9A, in the City of El Monte, and along Compton Creek, Parcels 19, 20, 21, and 22, in the 
unincorporated community of Willowbrook, will not interfere with the purposes of the Los Angeles 
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County Flood Control District.

3. Approve and instruct the Mayor, Board of Supervisors of the Los Angeles County Flood Control 
District, to sign  the Use Agreements on behalf of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District and 
the County of Los Angeles.

4. Authorize the Director of Parks and Recreation to accept, as a donation to the County, the 
improvements to the parks specified in the respective Use Agreements once the improvements have 
been installed by the Los Angeles Conservation Corps and the San Gabriel Valley Conservation 
Corps at Peck Road Water Conservation Park, and by the Los Angeles Conservation Corps at 
Compton Creek.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended actions is to obtain approval from your Board acting as the 
governing body of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD) and the County of Los 
Angeles (County) to allow the LACFCD and County to enter into Use Agreements for public 
recreational purposes of LACFCD property at Peck Road Water Conservation Park (Peck Park), in 
the City of El Monte; and along Compton Creek, in the unincorporated community of Willowbrook.  
These actions also authorize the Director of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to accept the donation of 
the improvements on behalf of the County, which will be made by Los Angeles Conservation Corps 
(LACC) and the San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps (SGVCC), using their respective grant funds 
to implement County-designed and LACFCD-approved improvements at these facilities.

The Peck Park improvements will add a variety of recreational activities and educational 
opportunities through sustainable development, restoration of the habitat with indigenous plant 
material, installation of interpretive signage recognizing the Tongva People, and by the addition of 
Peck Park as one of the networked urban parks linked by trails along the Emerald Necklace through 
use of similar design elements.

The Compton Creek improvements will improve water quality by adding a rip-rap swale to capture 
debris and treat run-off before it enters the stream; will enhance wildlife by adding vegetation along 
the right of way providing food, nesting, and cover to the indigenous species; and will provide 
pedestrian access along the specified portion of Compton Creek contributing to the overall 
improvement of the visual character of the neighborhood and providing areas of shade for trail users 
along the Creek by adding large, climate-appropriate trees.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3).  
The improvements will enhance aesthetics and recreational, cultural, and learning opportunities in 
the area, thereby improving the quality of life for the residents of the County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund, as LACC and SGVCC will be using their own 
grant monies to complete the improvements and will donate the improvements to the County.

LACC has been awarded a $600,000 grant from the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and 
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Mountains Conservancy (RMC), and SGVCC has been awarded $220,000 from the State of 
California Proposition 84 fund to implement improvements to portions of the Peck Road Water 
Conservation Park.  LACC has been awarded a $415,000 grant from the RMC to implement 
improvements at Compton Creek.  LACC and SGVCC will be implementing the improvements to the 
premises specified in the Use Agreements in accordance with plans and specifications, including  
construction documents, which will be provided by DPR.  Installation of the improvements will be 
monitored by DPR.

There will be no monetary consideration paid for these Use Agreements.  The Los Angeles County 
Flood Control Act provides for LACFCD's property to be used for these purposes as long as the 
public recreational purposes are compatible with LACFCD's purposes of flood control, water quality, 
and water conservation.

Operating Budget Impact

Based on the recommended actions, DPR does not anticipate any additional one-time or ongoing 
costs.  The improvements and provisions of the Use Agreements have operating and maintenance 
requirements, which will be fulfilled with existing park staff and resources.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Peck Park, Parcel 9A, is located northwesterly of Peck Road at Rio Hondo Parkway in the City of El 
Monte.  Compton Creek, Parcels 19, 20, 21, and 22, are located along the eastern side of Compton 
Creek between East 118th Street and East 120th Street in the unincorporated community of 
Willowbrook.  The Use Agreements are authorized in or pursuant to Section 2, Paragraph 14, of the 
Los Angeles County Flood Control Act.  This Section authorizes the LACFCD:  "To provide, by 
agreement with other public agencies... for the recreational use of the lands, facilities, and works of 
such district, this shall not interfere or be inconsistent, with the primary use and purpose of such 
lands, facilities, and works by such district."

Additionally, Los Angeles County Ordinance Sections 2.26.050 and 2.026.060 provide that "The 
Director of Parks and Recreation shall supervise the use of parks and recreational grounds subject 
to his jurisdiction, and perform all maintenance of grounds, facilities, and buildings."

The Use Agreements have been reviewed and approved by County Counsel as to form.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The proposed projects are categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) according to Sections 15304(b), (d), and 15311 (a) of the State CEQA Guidelines, and 
Classes 4(c) and 11(d) of the Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines, 
adopted by your Board on November 17, 1987, because the project involves minor alterations to the 
condition of the land and the construction of minor structures.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

These actions allow for the use and enjoyment of LACFCD rights of way by the public without 
interfering with the primary mission of LACFCD.
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CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter, and two executed Use Agreements to the Department 
of Public Works, Survey/Mapping & Property Management Division and one adopted letter and one 
executed Use Agreement to the Department of Parks and Recreation.

GAIL FARBER

Director RUSS GUINEY

Director

Enclosures

c: Auditor-Controller (Accounting Division - Asset 
Management)
Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)
County Counsel
Executive Office
Parks and Recreation

Respectfully submitted,
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